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The Art Shed Gallery has the pleasure to present its inaugural exhibition: Educated Art. Established inside 
Lauriston Primary School in Hackney, this novel space adds an additional dimension to the East End arts 
scene. The gallery withstands straightforward categorisations of exhibition space or classroom, fusing in a 
single environment not only production and consumption of culture, but also the very authority of its 
indoctrination.

The ambitious rebuilding of the school saw its old nursery being converted to an “art shed,” whose 
easternmost section has more recently been repurposed in to a white-cube exhibition space. With the 
gracious support of the Lauriston School Association, The Art Shed Gallery is born to encompass a more 
holistic experience of art for the school’s pupils and to involve more closely the neighbouring community to 
its activities. Finally, this new space sparks off a stimulating dialogue, in its synthesis of times, aesthetics, 
discourses and, ultimately, ideologies.

For its first exhibition, teachers from Lauriston School were invited to select and showcase their own works. 
Deliberately escaping any shared thematic, medium or theoretical foundation—the commonalities of choice 
of contemporary curators—Educated Art explores the parallels and conflicts between the discursive spaces of  
the gallery and the school, and between their foremost agents, the artist and the teacher. Playing the centre 
stage in a force field of social legitimisation, both artistic and educational institutions underwrite established 
values, promoting a hierarchy of knowledge, taste and—borrowing the very terminology of sociologist Pierre 
Bourdieu—“distinction.” Art historian Griselda Pollock, on the other side, identifies in the combination of the 
professions of artist and teacher a “structural contradiction” resultant from the “collision of two ideologies—
individualism and socialisation.”1

How would the specific logics and rules of art and education operate under the same roof? The permanent 
negotiation between gallery and school at play in Educated Art should finally generate knowledgable art or 
an aestheticised pedagogy? The exhibition aims not to resolve these questions, but rather to bring attention 
to them and problematise their very enquiries.

Fifteen educators take part in Educated Art: Aidan O’Kelly, Arlene Adair, Emma Crocket, Isabel Lilly, Jim 
Grant, Karen Parker, Kerri Sellens, Lisa Sharratt, Lorraine Groom, Louise Stead, Madeleine Waller, Maria 

1 Griselda Pollock, ‘Art, Art School, Culture: Individualism after the death of the artist’ (1985), in The BLOCK Reader in 
Visual Culture (London: Routledge, 1996), p. 54.
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Josefa Strickland, Naomi Julian, Stephen Mason and Suzi Jerrold. The wide variety of media, genres and 
themes of their works mirrors their diversity, both in background and inventiveness, and forms a set that 
destabilises the assumed rules of an exhibition. In The Art Shed Gallery, however, accepted conventions 
eventually succumb to the high degree of experimentation that guides our project.

An integral part of A Bigger Picture project, The Art Shed Gallery aims at involving pupils in critical activities 
that underlie the forging of aesthetic experience in museums and galleries. For the first time, schoolchildren  
at Lauriston will be able to undergo the same intellectual and practical challenges faced by artists and 
curators themselves. Pupils participating in the A Bigger Picture Project will not learn art as a traditional 
discipline, but will be stimulated to develop their critical consciousness when encountering artworks, and 
ultimately other objects in their everyday life. Rather than a rigid concept, meaning will be approached as an 
outcome of a layered construction, a negotiation between objective reality and the viewer’s own subjectivity, 
as a contingent and transient multiplicity. Initially working with Year 4 students, the project will encompass 
comprehensive lessons and gallery visits, concluding with a show curated by the kids themselves. A Bigger 
Picture Project will bring together school, gallery and museum not to substitute any of them but rather to 
fuse them together in an effort towards expansive learning.

1 Aidan O’Kelly 10 Naomi Julian 19 Naomi Julian

2 Jim Grant 11 Isabel Lilly 20 Suzi Jerrold

3 Madeleine Waller 12 Lisa Sharratt 21 Arlene Adair

4 Karen Parker 13 Maria Josefa Strickland 22 Arlene Adair

5 Suzi Jerrold 14 Lorraine Groom 23 Suzi Jerrold

6 Kerri Sellens 15 Aidan O’Kelly 24 Louise Stead

7 Aidan O’Kelly 16 Aidan O’Kelly 25 Naomi Julian

8 Suzi Jerrold 17 Setephen Mason 26 Naomi Julian

9 Emma Crocket 18 Naomi Julian

The Art Shed Gallery
Lauriston Primary School
Rutland Road, London E9 7JS
020 8985 6331
Thu-Fri: 9am–3:30pm (by appointment) and 3:30–5:30pm
Sat: 10am–1pm

A Bigger Picture Project
abiggerpictureproject@gmail.com
http://abiggerpictureproject.wordpress.com 
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