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Lauriston School and the organisers of A Bigger Picture Project are delighted to present the Sea\e Room at 
the Art Shed Gallery. The Sea\e Room marks the first pupil exhibition since the launch of the gallery in 
March and concludes the semester programme in which the pupils explored issues around curating to 
develop visual literacy and critical thinking.  
 
The result: an installation in which the gallery is transformed into a microcosm of the sea. Bursting through 
a wall is a beady-eyed shark, its jaws wide-open, ready to wreak havoc; on the adjacent wall, a multitude of 
eyes of varying shapes and sizes gaze silently at the viewer; whilst opposite, in a surprising twist mimicking 
the conventional museum setting, stands a display case abundant with reconstructed toys. 
 
In his book Ways of Seeing, John Berger, poet and critic, wrote that ‘although every image embodies a way 
of seeing, our perception or appreciation of an image depends on our own way of seeing.’1 Embodying this 
statement, The Sea\e Room lends itself democratically to a myriad of narratives (some of which are detailed 
overleaf). Underpinning these narratives are a range of emotions; the pupils’ own and anticipated responses 
to the work – excitement, adventure, fear of the unknown and mystery – which could be regarded as an 
allegory of their own life-journey as children growing up in today’s world.  
 
Extrapolating from the pupil’s own ideas around the curatorial theme, it could be said that the exhibition 
invokes themes around seeing: how we see things and how the meaning we attribute to things can change if 
we choose to perceive them differently.  
 
The shark, the epitome of fear in nature, rears its head as if to attack – or perhaps it is to defend? Is it 
perhaps a friend rather than foe? The motely arrangement of toys, their presence as everyday, well-loved 
objects, is almost at odd in the cold, non-tactile environment of the display case. Yet on closer inspection, 
we glean that the toys are no longer toys, their identities transformed through collage into the unfamiliar 
and the bizarre: objects for seeing. Here, a Spider-Man leg changes a cake’s flavour to spider cake and a 
group of frogs become the police officers in a squad car, to name a few examples. Then there are the eyes, all 
seeing and all knowing. Is it we who gaze them, or are the eyes following us, as we gaze at the friendly shark 
and the transformed toys? The notion of ourselves as the seer and the seen, has been described by John 
Berger in the sense that ‘the eye of the other combines with our own eye to make it fully credible that we 
are part of the visible world.’2 Indeed the Sea\e Room is a beautiful affirmation of self and other set in a 
mysterious, nautical world.  
 
In the Sea\e Room the pupils applied the curating skills learned over the semester to create an exhibition of 
their own for their friends and family and staff. We began by asking them: if you could have your very own 
exhibition, what would it be about? What kinds of things would it have? This sense of autonomy was 
instilled in all aspects of the decision-making: from devising the idea, to choosing the component objects, to 
producing and displaying them. We are pleased to note that by empowering the pupils, a strong ethic of 
collaboration was fostered, which resulted in a sense of enterprise and achievement. Congratulations Year 
4! 
 
 

                                                
1 Berger, John, Ways of Seeing, Penguin Books, 1972, p. 10. 
2 Berger, p. 9. 



 

    

Year 4 children installing The Sea\e Room  

 
 
Excerpts from the pupils’ texts about the exhibition:  
 
“We’ve been to all different kinds of exhibitions, some big and some small and that 
gave us the ideas. With the toys that children brought in, we cut off the head of some 
and replaced them with others.” 
 
 

“The story is about a shark looking for toys in the dark blue sea.” 
 
 
“The story is that there is a shark in the sea that eats all the toys and then they go to 
the afterlife. The afterlife is a toy with a new head. The sea and the afterlife. It makes 
me feel mysterious….as to what is about to come next. We like the exhibition because 
it is something new and something we know we have put effort into. Because we 
thought it will be fun, unique and something different for our family and friends to 
look at.”  
 
 

“It made me feel like an artist.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* The Art Shed Gallery programme is divided by school terms and foresees a Big Exhibition opening at the beginning 
of each term—with a curated exhibition of artists’ works—followed by a Little Exhibition developed by one of the 
classes at Lauriston School. As aforementioned, this is the first Little Exhibition to take place in the gallery.  In line 
with the school’s approach of integrating art throughout the curriculum to make the most of learning and to offer 
different perspectives towards subjects, the artists exhibiting in the Big Exhibition will undertake workshops with the 
children in order to explore issues and concepts related to respective academic topics. The Little Exhibitions, opening 
at the end of each term will be the product of the pupils’ investigations with the artists. For more information on the 
programme that brought about The Sea\e Room exhibition visit: abiggerpictureproject.wordpress.com. 
 

 

 


