
If We Could Make History
Lauriston School Year 6
Curators Paula Cruz & Gowri Balasegaram
Preview: 5 December 2013, 5:30-9pm
6 December 2013– 1 February 2014

Who controls the past controls the future: who 
controls the present controls the past.
–George Orwell

There is properly no history, only biography. 
–Ralph Waldo Emerson.

History is for human self-knowledge…Knowing 
yourself means knowing what you can do; and 
since nobody knows what they can do until they 
try, the only clue to what man can do is what man 
has done. The value of history, then, is that it 
teaches us what man has done and thus what man 
is. 
–R.J. Collingwood. 

Lauriston School and The Bigger Picture Project are 
delighted to present If We Could Make History, an 
exhibition by the pupils of Oak class, with 
collaboration from Irish artist Lisa O’Donnell. The 
exhibition features a range of media including 
collage, photography, plasticine modelling and 
animation, and is the result of the pupils’ 
investigations into the rubric of history. The specific 
subtext chosen for the pupils’ investigations around 
the wider history thematic, was the Olympics, an 
event which all of the pupils lived through and 
experienced either directly or indirectly. Through 
the process of creating artworks for the exhibition, the pupils explored questions such as: what is history 
– which varied widely from: a construct devised by those in power, one man’s story repeated many times 
over, a generalisation, and the most powerful of truths prevailing – as well as other questions including; 
how is history constructed; how the perception of an event changes with time; and the role of the media 
in telling a story. 

Collaboration with Lisa was introduced from the beginning of the project, with the artist taking the 
pupils through her own exhibition, through to the animation workshops and production of the finished 
animation films. The pupils found much inspiration in Lisa’s exhibition Cyclical Narratives, which 
explored the nature of personal and collective memory using as the theme of her investigations, the Irish 
Diaspora in London, an aspect which Lisa has experienced herself, albeit in a contemporary context. By 
employing personal stories taken from newspaper archives of the Irish Post in London, Lisa’s work calls 
into play the meshing of personal and wider collective memory, along its ramifications including what 
gets officialised into – and ratified by – history. There were many discussions with the pupils including 
topics such as Lisa's creative process of painting from newspaper photographic images, which facilitates 
a retrieval of the the personal element  back from the public; as well as other aspects about the media and 



history including the image’s role as constructor of reality, and its corollary truth: that history is little 
more than biography. 

The children’s own creative explorations into history is divided into four areas: collages based on images 
and newspaper reports of the Olympics before during and after the event; plasticine models; short 
animation narratives; and newspaper stories constructed by the children. Evident in abundance in the 
collage imagery, animation themes and newspaper stories is humour, creativity, parody and intelligence 
– the animation narratives includes more unconventional athletes such as a magician, alien and the 
ancient Greeks, whilst the news stories include Usain Bolt being struck by lightning; a near miss from a 
Terrorist attack by the Mafia; and a granny who accidentally cycled into the velodrome during a race, 
only to win it. The style of tone of the stories also displays an understanding of the media in documenting  
and creating history, as well as an inherent understanding of the paradox of our image saturated society: 
it is accepted as a truism that images should be questioned; whilst on the other hand the media and its 
images are immediately believed. 

If We Could Make History marks the second pupil exhibition at the Art Shed Gallery. It is also the 
gallery’s first artist-pupil collaboration. For further information on our activities, exhibitions, the 
programme and to find out about future activities go to www.abiggerpictureproject.com.
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